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closer together; they turned aside in the narrow streets, walking in the midst of shadows. The esparto-hangings closing the doorways beat against the walls; camels ruminated before heaps of cut grass in a square ; then their path led them under a gallery covered over with foliage, where a pack of dogs barked at them. The space suddenly enlarged, and they recognised the western facade of the Acropolis. At the foot of Byrsa spread out a long, black mass ; it was the temple of Tanit, a collection of monuments and gardens, courts and fore-courts, hemmed in by a little wall of uncemented stones, over which Spendius and Mdtho vaulted.
This first enclosure shut in a grove of plane-trees, planted as a precaution against the pest and infections of the atmosphere. Here and there were scattered tents in which, during the day, were sold depilatory pastes, perfumes, clothing, crescent-shaped cakes, images of the Goddess, and representations of the temple carved in blocks of alabaster. They had now nothing to apprehend, as, during the nights that the planet did not appear, all rites were suspended ; however, Matho slackened his pace ; he stopped before the three ebony steps leading to the second enclosure.
*c Go on !" urged Spendius.
Pomegranates, almonds, cypresses, and myrtles, alternated regularly, and were as motionless as bronze foliage ; the path, paved with blue stones, creaked under their feet; and roses in full bloom embowered the long alley. They soon came to an oval opening, protected by a grating. Then Matho, who was terrified by the silence, said to Spendius :